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CLERGY 


Engaged i in the 


T rinitarian Controverſy 


Reverend Sir, 


nm itis your Province 


to preach the Goſpel of 
ET . Chriſt, yet it isevery Chri- 
88855 OAT 9% ftran's Duty * to contend 
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W e or the Faith once 


dine 'd to the Saints, Of this Faith 
the Doctrine of the Sacred 2 
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is a principal Part, which being pure- 


1 [-4 upernatural, Revelation , and not 


eaſon, is our Rule to go by, and 


the Standard of Truth and Error con- 


cerning it. In Matters meerly of Re- 
velation, the Evidence which is to 


cauſe our Aſſent or Diſſent, Belief 


or Disbelief, is not the internal Evi- 


dence of the Relations of Agreement 


or Diſagreement between the per- 
cetv'd Ideas, but the external poſitive 
or negative Evidence of the Revela- 
tion, viz. that it is, or is not, ſo, 
or ſo. The only proper Uſe there- 
fore of the Power or Faculty of Rea- 
ſoning, in Matters ſolely of Divine 
Revelation, is to enquire into, and 
ſearch out the Reality or Verity, and 


the genuine Senſe or Meaning of the 


Revelation; which when obtain'd, 
we are to acquieſce in, notwithſtand- 
ing the internal relative Inevidence of 
the Ideas, becauſe of the prevailing 
Light of the external relative Evi- 
dence of the Revelation. The Doc- 
trine, therefore, of the Sacred Tri- 
nity, is to be explained as the Scrip- 


tures explain it, ſtated as the Scrip- 


tures 


8 * ; 82 * | [ EF — I 


tures ſtate it, confirm'd by Scripture 
Arguments only, and believ'd as the 
Scriptures, reveal it. A Deviation 
from this Rule is that which brings 
Men into inextricable Mazes or La- 
byyrinths; whereby, inſtead of clear- 
ing up, they cloud this Myſtery, 
give the Adverſaries great Advan- 
tages, and expoſe themſelves to their 
Inſults. And never do Men ſhew 
themſelves more unwiſe, than when 
they attempt to be wiſe above what 
is written. The Myſtery of the ever 
Bleſſed Trinity being the greateſt 
Myſtery of Chriſtianity, the greateſt 
Care and Caution, and the cloſeſt 
Adherence to the Sacred Scriptures 
are requiſite in the Stating of it. A 
Miſ-ſtating a Caſe being a Cauſe, and 
a true Stating it a Cure, of Conten- 
tions ; I ſhall throw in my Mite, not 
for the carrying on the War, but for 
the obtaining Peace in the Churches, 
by Stating (what in me lyes) the 
true Scripture Doctrine of the Trini- 
ty, which I ſhall attempt in the fol- 


lowing Propoſitions and Corollaries. 


Prop. 
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Prop. 1. That God is, or, that 
there is a God, i. e. a neceſſary ex- 
iſtent Being. The Truth of this Pro- 
poſition is evident from the Light of 
Nature, and in the Demonſtration 


thereof * Dr. Clark hath excell'd. 


Prop. 2. That God is One, or, 
that there 1s but One only Living and 
True God. The Truth of this Pro- 
poſition is evident from Reaſon and 
Revelation. n 
(i.) From Reaſon, even from the 
moſt eſſential Notion of God, which 
is, neceſſary Exiſtence. God is a ne- 
ceſſarily exiſtent Being, or a Being 
that exiſts by an abſolute Neceſſity 
of Nature; and neceſſary Exiſtence, 
implying Self. Sufficiency, and All- 
Sufficiency: God is a neceſſarily Ex- 
iſtent, Self-Sufficient, All-Sufficient 


Being: And therefore muſt of neceſſi- 


ty be but One. The Suppoſition of 
a Duality, or Plurality of Gods, ne- 
ceſſarily implies a Repugnancy or 


''* Demonſtration of the Exiſtence and At- 
tributes of God. | 


Con- 


Contradiction; for theſe Two (or 
more) Gods would be equal or alike in 
all Perfections, or unequal and unlike 
1n ſome; if the former, neither would 
be Supreme, one would be ſuper- 
fluous or needleſs, yea, neither would 
_ neceſſarily Exiſt, and conſequently, 
neither would be God: It the latter, 
the Inferior could not be God, be- 
cauſe not the moſt perfect Being; 
abſolute Perfe&ion being eflential to 
the Notion or Idea of God. 
(2) From Revelation. The Uni- 
ty of the Deity is a Principle of Re- 
veal'd, as well as of Natural Religi- 
on, as appears from theſe following; 
as well as divers other “ Scriptures, 
Deut. 6. 4. Hear, O Iſrael, Jehouah 
our God, Jehovah is One. And Deur. 
4+ 35. Jebovah He is God, there is 
none elſe beſides him. Mark 12. 29. 
Hear, O Iſrael, the Lord our God 16 
one Lord. And Gal. 3. 20. God is One. 
Prop. 3. That God is I hree, fome 
Way or other Three. T his One on- 
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* Deut. 32. 39. Iſa. 43. 10, 11, 4 44. 
6, 8. Mark 12. 32. 1 Cor. 4. 4, 6. 1805 
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. 
ly God is Three, in ſome Reſpect or 
other Three as well as One. This is 
a Principle of Revelation. And to 
each of theſe Three do the Sacred 
Scriptures aſcribe the ſame eſſential 
Perfections and Properties of the 
Deity. Whence the natural and ne- 
ceflary Conſequent is this, namely, 
That this One only Living and True 
God, is Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
which are the Names theſe Three 
do in the Holy Scriptures bear. The 
Father is God, the Son is God, the 
Holy Ghoſt is God ; each of theſe 
Three is God, and all theſe Three 
but one God. But the Modus and 
Minutiæ of their Union and Diſtincti- 
on being unrevealed, where the Scrip- 
tures are ſilent we ſhould be filent. 
It is Preſumption in us to pry into 
Divine Secrets. Secret I bings * are 
God's, Things reveal'd are ours. 
Prop. 4. That the Sacred Three 
are not meerly Three Names (a God 


with Three Names is Sabellianiſm) nor 


are they Three ſeparate Beings (the 


— ed * : 


* Deut. 29. 29. 


No- 


Notion of Three Divine Beings 1s 
Tritbeiſm) but they are in Holy 
Writ diſtinguiſh'd from, and there- 
fore not to be confounded with, each 
other. The Father is diftin& from 
the Son, and the Son from the Fa- 
ther, and the Holy Ghoſt from both. 

The Father 1s not the Son, nor the 
Son the Father, nor either of them 
the Holy Ghoſt. In the Deity, or 
Godhead, there are according to ſome 
* Three Differences ; according to 
others + Three Diverfities; accord. 
ing to Dr. Walls || Three Somewhats. 
But what theſe Three Differences, 
Diverfities, or Somewhats, which in 
Scripture bear the Names of Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt are? How they 
are diftinguiſh'd from each other? Or 
wherein their Diſtinction, or Diffe- 
rence doth conſiſt? I do not find re- 
veal'd. But tho' the Mode, or Man- 
ner of their Diſtinction, as well as 
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* Archbiſhop Tillotſon's Sermon on the Di- 

vinity of our Bleſſed Saviour, p. (mihi) 531. 
+ Biſbop Burnet on the 39 Articles, p. 37- 
| Three Sermons, p. 60. 
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Union, be unrevealed, and there- 


fore inconceivable and inexplicable ; 


yet the Reality or Verity of their 
Diſtinction, or Difference, ſeems 
ſufficiently indicated in the Sacred 
dcriptures. I will only mention one 
Text (being on the State, not on the 
Vindication of the Ever Bleſſed Tri- 
nity) and that ſhall be the Baptiſmal 


Commiſſion; * which thus runs, 


----- Bapiizang them in the Name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt —- where (in the Original) 
the Article 7s prefix'd to each of the 
Divine Three, and the copulative | 
Particle za; repeated, ſhew more than 
an imaginary or meerly nominal Di- 


ſtinction. Theſe Three Differences, 


Diverſities, or Somewhats (whatever 


they are) in the Divine Eſſence, are 


compriz d under this one Word, Iri- 
nit). A Trinity is Three of any 
Thing: And the Sacred Trinity is 
Three of the Divine Being. 


* Math. 28. 19. — Bane aur; 
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Prop. 5. That the Divine Three 


are Relatives. The Father, Son, and 


Holy Ghoſt, are related to each other. 
They are not only related to us, but 
mutually related to each other. The 
Relations are, Paternity, Filiation, 
and Proceſſion: And the Foundations 
of theſe Relations are Generation and 
Spiration, or Conſpiration. The 


Relation between Two of the Sacred 


Three is repreſented by that between 
a Humane Father and Son, becauſe 
of ſome Reſemblance thereto : But 
wherein the Reſemblances and Diffe- 
rences between increated, and created 
Relatives conſiſt, I ſhall not attempt 
the Determination of, The Relati- 
ons of the Divine Three, ad zntra, 
being unreveal'd, are inconceivable 
and ineffable. However, the Second 
of the Sacred Three is manifeſtly 
ſtil'd the Son of God in ſuch a man- 
ner as intimates the Peculiarity 
of his Filiation or Sonſhip ; that He 


1s the Son of God as never. any 


other was or is. He is ſtil'd in the 


Apoſtles Creed (as it is call'd) his 
only Son. Saint John tiles 


him 
his 


Sh ( 44) 


* bis only begotten Son. He himſelf 


call'd God his Father in a Manner 
+ proper or peculiar to himſelf, as 
the Jems underſtood him: And by 
St. Paul he is term'd || the proper or 
peculiar Son of God, 85 M ©O# jos 

Prop. 6. That the Sacred Scrip- 
tures ſpeak of the Divine Three Per- 
ſonally. The Holy Ghoſt, in the 
Sacred Scriptures, every where ſpeaks 
of the Divine Three as of Three di- 
ſtint Perſons, having each his in- 
communicable Property, viz. Beget- 
ting, Begotten, and Proceeding, It 
is the incommunicable Property of the 
Father to beget the Son, and hence 
he his ſtil'd by the antient Fathers ? 
Unbegotten. It is the incommunica- 
ble 9 of the Son to be begotten 


of the Father, whence he is termd“ 


Begotten, and by the Spirit of God 
only Begotten. It is the incommu- 
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K ſohn z. 16. 1 John 4. 9. Tcy % arg vdo 
„ | 
John 5. 18. Halega i3rv 94 roy Octy, 
j Rom. 8. 32. "O; 9 r His qa 8x d pelo. 
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-nicable Property of the Holy Ghoſt 
to proceed : He 1s repreſented in 
Scripture |||| as one Proceeding, or 
coming forth. The Son is ſtil'd not 
only the Brightneſs of his (the Father's) 
Glory, but the Character of his Perſon, 
9e or Hypoſtaſis. The Divine Three 
are repreſented in the Holy Sctip- 
tures as Three diftin& Perſons, by 
way of Analogy or Reſemblance to- 
Humane or created Perſons, and there- 
fore we may ſpeak of them as of 
Three diftin& Perſons. But wherein 
the Perſonality of each doth confiſt, 
together with the exa& Reſemblance 
to, and Difference from that of intel- 
| ligent Creatures, is to me unreveal'd. 

Prop. 7. That the Divine Three 
are repreſented as ſuſtaining diſtinct 
or different Offices. Particularly in 

1 | the great Buſineſs of Salvation; the 

Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, are 

repreſented as ſuſtaining different 

"= Offices. 5 | 1 | 
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T..) The Father, the firſt in Or- 
der of the ever Bleſſed Three, is re- 
preſented as ſuſtaining the Office of 
Supreme offended Legiſlator, defen- 
ding and maintaining the Majeſty 
and Rights of the Deity ; mho « * 
able to ſave and to deſtroy. Lo whom 
belongeth + Vengeance and Recompence, 
and the Right of accepting, or not 
accepting, a Satisfaction for the Vio- 
lations of his Law. | 

(̃ 2.) The Son, the Second in Or- 
der of the Sacred Three, is repreſen- 
ted in Scripture as ſuſtaining the Of- 
fices of || Mediator, 9 Surety, and ** 
Redeemer. He freely and volunta- 
rily interpos'd between the offended 
Sovereign Lawgiver, and his rebel- 
lious Subjects; undertook the Sa- 
tisfaction of Divine Juſtice, the Re- 
demption of loſt Sinners, and paid 
the Price of our Redemption, which 
was fully Satisfactory to Divine Ju- 
ſtice, and meritorious of eternal 
Salvation. 


1 old. . 
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* James 4. 12. + Deut. 3 2. 3 5. 1 Tim. 2.5. 
Heb. 7.22. „ Job 19. 25. Col. 1. 14. 
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(17). 
8 Y The Bleſſed Spirit; the Third 
in Order of the Divine Three, is re- 


preſented in Scripture, as ſuſtaining 
the Offices of * I eacher, + Sanciifier, 
|} Comforter, &c. The Holy Spirit 
freely and voluntarily executes theſe, 
and all other his Offices: In the Exe- 


eution of his Offices he is repreſent- 


ed e as ee to woes Man ſeverely 
as be will. 
The 1 of the ever 


Bleſſed Three, in aſſuming and 
ſuſtaining, by a voluntary Diſpenſa- 
tion, and mutual Agreemeut, diſtinct 


Offiees in the great Affair of our Sal- 
vation, is very wonderful, and will 
be Matter of Holy Admiration to 
Augels and Saints to al] Eternity. 
Prop. 8. That there is a joint Con- 


currence of the Sacred Three in all 


external Operations. The Father, 


Son, and Holy Ghoſt, being One in 


Eſſence, are undivided i in all external 
Operations or ae From the 


* John 14. 40 + John 3. 5, 6. Tit. 3. "A 
510 15. 16. John 14. 16, 26. and 15. 26. 
i Cor. 12. 11. Kat; Beadle. = 
E Identity 


1 


( 18) 
Identity of Eſſence, or Nature, fol- 
lows their joint Concurrence in all 
Operations ad extra. What, when, 
and where, the One worketh, the 
Others alſo work. And hence ſays 
our Bleſſed Lord, My Father work- 
eth hitherto, and 1 work. And + what- 
ſoever Ibing, He (the Father) doeth, 
| theſe alſo doeth the Son likewiſe. And 
hence aroſe that Maxim in Divinity, 
$viz. The external Works of the Tri- 
nity are undivided, - 
Cor. 1. That Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt, being Relatives, there 
is a Relative Superiority and Tnferi- 
ority in the / Sacred Trinity; and 
thus the Father is * greater than 
the Son. A Relative Superiority 
and Inferiority is conſiſtent with an 
Equality. The perſonal Equality of 
the Sacred Three is founded on, and 
flows from their eſſential Identity. 
A Relative Inequality does not at all 


* " 2 
— — — 


ohn 5. 17. + John 5. 19. 


* 
Opera Trinitatis ad extra fant indiviſa. 


es John 14. 26. My Father is greater 
than I. 


imply 
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= 
imply an Eſſential Diſparity OT In- 
equality. Thus among Men, a Fa- 
ther and Son are equal in reſpect of 
the Humane Nature, which is equal - 
ly in both: But unequal in their Nah 
tive Capacities. A Father, in that of 
a Father, being Superior to his Son; 
a Son, in that of a Son, being Infe- 
rior to his Father. e 
Cor. 2. The Divine Three being 
repreſented in the Sacred Scriptures 
as Three diſtin& Perſons, in reſpect 
of their Perſonalities (whatever they 
may be) there is a Priority and a Po 
ſteriority in the Sacred T A 
Priority and a Poſteriority (1 fay) 
not of Dignity, nor Duration, but of 
Order; the Father being the Firſt, 
the Son the Second, and the Holy 
Ghoſt the Third, in Order of the 
Sacred Three: And a Priority and 
Poſteriority of Order only in the 
ever Bleſſed Trinity, is conſiſtent 
with an Eternity. Hence the Son, 
the Second in Grder of the Divine 
Three, is ftild “ the Father of 
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the Beginning and the Ending, 1 be Furſt 


and the Laff. 

Cor. 3. That in reſpect of Offices 
there is a Supremacy and a Subordi- 
nation in the ever Blefſed Trinity. 
And a Supremacy and Subordination 
of Offices only is conſiſtent with an 
Equality. An Inequality of Offices 
doth not at all imply an Inequality of 
Nature. In Humane Governments 
there are a Supremacy and Subordina- 
tion of Offices; the King is Supreme, 


and thoſe in Authority under him are 


Subordinate, and yet the Humane 
Nature is equal in all; every one is 
'a Man, and no one more a Man than 
the other, as to the Effentials of the 
Humane Nature. And hence the Di- 
vine Father's giving and ſending his 
Son, the Father and Son ſending the 
Holy Ghoſt, do neceſſarily imply no 
more than a Supremacy and Subor- 
dination of Offices; and in this Re- 
ſpect the Father is 4 greater than all. 


F Rev. i. 11. aud 23. 13. 
+ John 10. 29. 11181 
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* John 5. 19. — Oles. 
F Quando unus trium in aliquo opere no- 
minatur, univerſa operari Trinitas intelligi- 


tur, Auguſt, knchyrid. cap. 38. 
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_ Cor. 4. From the joint Concur- 


rence of the Divine Three in all ex- 


ternal Operations, with the Nature 
thereof, it follows, that neither can 


do any Thing of himſelf without the 


others; not the Father without the 


Son and Holy Ghoſt, not the Son. 


without the Father and the Bleſſed 
Spirit, nor the Bleſſed Spirit without 
the Father and the Son. And ſays 
our Rlefled Lord, The Son can do 


nothing of himſelf but what he ſeeth the 


Father doing: For what Things ſoever 


He (the Father) doeth, theſe alſo doeth 
the Son likewiſe. What is done by one, 
is done by every one of the Sacred 
Three. And therefore according to 


that of St. Auſtin, in ſuch Works, 
when one of the Three only is named, 
the whole Trinity is underſtood. 


Thus I have endeavoured, in the 


plaineft and ſhorteſt Manner I well 


could, to ſtate the Doctrine of the 


' 


ever 
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eyer Bleſſed 1 ̃ according to 
the Sacred Scriptures, the only Rule 


mary of which, as to this awful My- 
ſtery, I give in the following Article, 
Vi. : | SS . | 5 


Tbat there us One only Eternal Li- 


ving and True God, Father, Son, and 


Holy Ghoſt ; One in Three, and I bree 
in One, baving each the ſame eſſential 
Per fections and Properties. 


The a & of this Article ſeems to 
me plainly reveal'd in the Word of 
God ; but the l ns, or Manner 
how, with the particular Circumſtan- 
ces thereof, is to me unreveal'd. 
And ſeeing the Trinity in Unity is 
confeſſed to be the Myſtery of Myſte- 
ries; a Height inacceſſable to, and a 
Depth unfathomable by, any finite 
Capacity: Nay, ſeeing * the Judg- 
ments of God are unſearchable, and 
his Ways paſt finding out, ſhall mor- 
tal Man attempt by Searching to find 


* Rom. 1. 23. 


out 


and Meaſure of my Faith: A Sum- 
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tal Man, I fay, Who « born * like a 
Wild Aſſes Colt ; and who is + but of 
Tefterday, and knoweth nothing, What 
Allowances then ſhould be given to 
different Capacities, for their diffe- 
rent Apprehenſions of it? How ſhould 
true Chriſtians let their Moderation 
be known unto all Men, || the Lord bein 
at Hand? and not grudge 0 one again 
another, becauſe the Fudge ſtandeth be- 
fore the Door, who will call us to an 
Account for our Diſputes in the Way. 
What Charity ſhould they have one 
for another ? And what mutual For- 
bearance ſhould they exerciſe towards 
each other upon this Account ? Eſpe- 
cially when ſo many Eminent for 
Learning and Piety, have had very 
different Sentiments of this adorable 
Myftery in all the Ages of Chriſti- 
aun en $1 1 $5: >a | 

Thus (Reverend Gentlemen) I 
have done what I defigned as an 
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* Job 11. 7, 12. + Job8.9. 
1 Philip. 4-3, 6 James 5. 9. 
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Iiceptivs alle Py you,” who. are th 
"in fiſters/of Chriſt; and the Scewa 
of the Myſteries of God, to Aae 
the Doctrine of the ever "Bleſſed Tri- 
nity to us in its cleareſt, ey 
Daher Light, unadulterated. 


; 


| | | 1 
bo ant Nuri inthe bone "IN 3 
ö In 
PHILALETHES: 
of ; F T1 N | 1 F. 1635 5 4 
i | 


— - * — — — 
— — 2 
* 4 
8 a wa” EIT 


